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What will you find here? 
Pembroke and the JP  
Studying  
College Life Social 

Food  
Accommodation 
Facilities 

Societies Sports 
Arts 
Everything Else 

Welfare  
Meet Some of the JPC  
Finance  
Applying  
More information  
Pembroke Dictionary  
Map of the College  

Hello!  

LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ 

/ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ όŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ 

unsure!), it might be worth spending some 
time thinking about which College you 

want to apply to. It may seem like a big 

ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘΦ 

All the Colleges offer excellent teaching 

and facilities and practically everyone is 

happy with the College they end up at. 
Having said that, there are over thirty 

/ƻƭƭŜƎŜǎ ŀǘ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴƭƛƪŜƭȅ ȅƻǳ 

can visit all of them, so there has to be 
some way to narrow down the selection! 

We absolutely love Pembroke and we hope 

this prospectus will give you an insight into 
our lives here and encourage you to choose 

us ς ōŜŎŀǳǎŜΣ ƘƻƴŜǎǘƭȅΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƎǊŜŀǘΦ  
 

This little booklet has been put together by Pembroke students and aims 
to give you an idea of what living and studying here is like from the  

people who are doing just that.  

Ȱ) ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÍÅ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÒÅÅ 
minutes after walking in to look 
ÁÒÏÕÎÄȟ ÈÁÖÅÎȭÔ ÈÁÄ ÁÎÙ ÒÅÇÒÅÔÓȱ  
-Georgina, 1st Year NatSci  
 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Pembroke and the JP  
 
 
Pembroke is widely renowned in Cambridge for being 
an incredibly friendly College ς many people from 
other Colleges admit that Pembroke is their second 
favourite! Students come from all backgrounds and 
become part of a supportive, tight-knit community for 
our three (or more) years here. We live, eat, study 
and socialise with each other, quickly becoming close 
friends with people from a variety of subjects and 
year groups. Regardless of who you are and where 
you come from, Pembroke feels like home as soon as 
you move in.  
 
²ŜΩǊŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƻǿƴΣ ŀ мл 
minute walk from everything you could want ς shops, 
bars, cafes, restaurants, clubs as well as most of the 
departments ς and yet we somehow manage to avoid 
the huge crowds of tourists that often clog 
Cambridge.  
 
Founded on Christmas Eve in 1347, Pembroke is one 
of the oldest colleges and has buildings that span 
centuries, from Old Court (which includes a chapel 
designed by Sir Christopher Wren, who went on to 
ŘŜǎƛƎƴ {ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ ƛƴ [ƻƴŘƻƴΗύ ǘƻ CƻǳƴŘǊŜǎǎ 
Court (1997), a modern building with student 
accommodation and facilities such as a gym and a 
computer room. 
 
Every undergraduate student automatically becomes 
a member of the student body that we call the Junior 
Parlour. The JPC (Junior Parlour Committee) is a group 
of about twenty elected students, who act as 
representatives of everyone in the JP, presenting their 
views to College officials, organising events, and 
promoting welfare (a valuable complement to the 
/ƻƭƭŜƎŜΩǎ ¢ǳǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƴǳǊǎŜύΦ 9ŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
members of the JPC occupies a position and has 
certain roles and responsibilities in College. 
  

Ȱ0ÅÍÂÒÏËÅ ÉÓ ÓÕÃÈ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ  
College, everyone is so  
friendly and welcoming. The  
college itself is beautiful and  
in a fantastic location right  
in the centre of town so  
nothing is more than a 10  
ÍÉÎÕÔÅ ×ÁÌË Á×ÁÙȦȱ  

-Charlotte, 3rd Year Medic  
 



 

   

Pembroke is across the road from the main 
science lecture sites in town, such as the 
Downing Site, New Museums Site. The main site  
for Arts subjects, the Sidgwick Site, is only a ten-
minute walk, and the West Cambridge Site is a 
15-minute cycle away. This means you doƴΩǘ 
have to get out of bed too early even for 9 am 
lectures, and you can pop back to College 
during gaps in your timetable.  
The College is responsible for organising your 
supervisions. These are hour-long sessions with 
an expert in your subject where you discuss 
ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ Ŝǎǎŀȅǎ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ 
problem sheets and various other materials to 
ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ 
taught. 

Studying  

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ŘŜƴȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ 
work to do here, and it can sometimes 
seem a bit daunting when you arrive in 
Cambridge for your first term, but at the 
ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ 
learn about the subject you love with 
world-leading experts.  
Pembroke is the ideal place to study and  
will ensure you get the best experience  
ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ  

Lectures, seminars and practicals (for 
scientists) are organised by the 
department and given there, not at 
College.  
  



  

  

They usually take place in College anŘ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
groups, usually of 2-3 people, which means the 
supervisor can dedicate plenty of time to each person. 
5ŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΣ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ 
and five supervisions a week.  
 

 Ȱ3ÕÐÅÒÖÉÓÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÕÃÈ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ  
me to ask any questions I have after my  
lectures, and the supervisors at Pembroke  
ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÇÏ ÏÕÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÉÒ ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÍÅȢȱ   

- Vikash, 2nd Year Engineer  

Pembroke will also assign you a Director of Studies 
(DoS) when you arrive. Your DoS is usually a Fellow 
(lecturer) in your subject and is responsible for guiding 
you through your course. You meet with your DoS twice 
ŀ ǘŜǊƳΣ ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ς ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ 
only an email away if you have any problems with your 
work.  
 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řo your work in your room, there 
are many places in College for you to study. Our 
beautiful library has around 37,000 books and plenty of 
ǎǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ǳǎŜΦ LŦ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
looking for, you can request it and the librarian will try to 
buy it in for you. In addition to that, each student is 
entitled to a book grant so you can get your own 
textbooks if you want to. The library is open 16 hours a 
ŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻǿƭ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ also the 
computer suite, which is open 24 hours a day and 
ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜƭŀȄŜŘ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ 
ŎǳǇ ƻŦ ǘŜŀ ǿƘƛƭŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ /ŀŦŞ tŜƳōǊƻƪŜΦ If 
you want to revise out of College, most of the 
departments have their libraries open and there are 
plenty of cafes around. During exams, a few other rooms 
in /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǳǇ ŀǎ ǎǘǳŘȅ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ǎƻ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ 
bored of sitting in the same place all the time! Finally, 
during summer when the sun comes out, many 
Pembroke students take to the grounds and sit around 
the gardens with their books and notes. 
 



  

Our reputation for friendliness is well deserved. From 
the moment you arrive here, we do everything we can 
to help you meet people and get involved in College life.  
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǿƛǘƘ ΨǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
years above to help guide you through the transition 
ŀƴŘ ΨǎƛōƭƛƴƎǎΩ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ 
people from Day One. Many people remain very close 
friends with their College families throughout their time  
here. When you reach second year, you can sign up to 
have kids of your own!  
 
The hub of social life in College is the JP (the Junior 
Parlour) ς ŀ ŎŀŦŞ ōȅ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ōŀǊ ōȅ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ With its 
squishy sofas and a pool table, the JP offers a perfect 
place to relax and catch up with friends in the evening. If 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴƛƎƘǘ ƻǳǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ 
people in the JP heading into town ς ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎƻƴǾŜƴƛŜƴǘƭȅ 
ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǿŀƭƪ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜΩǎ ŎƭǳōǎΗ ¢ƘŜ Wt ƛǎ 
host to various events throughout term, such as pub 
quizzes and kaǊŀƻƪŜ ƴƛƎƘǘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ Ŧŀō ǇƭŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
quieter night in, with an adjacent TV room, complete 
with games consoles!  

ȰMy college family were the 
first people I met at Pembroke, 
and they provided a most 
friendly welcomeȱ  

- Valentin, 1st Year Maths  

 
 
 
Music night in the JP  

College Life  
Your College is where you live for the duration of your degree, and there is so  

much more to do here than just work; this iǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜŀǘΣ ǎƭŜŜǇ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƛǎŜΗ  

Social  

Ȱ7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ *ÕÎÇÌÅȱ "ÏÐ   


